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Crossing the Arctic Circle, Jan Mayen &
Spitsbergen

From the Highlands to the High Arctic
03 Jun - 14 Jun 2019

12 days

Embarkation: Edinburgh (Scotland)

Disembarkation: Longyearbyen (Spitsbergen)

M/v Sea Spirit

Activities:



version 10-07-2018

Poseidon Expeditions 2

Itinerary
Day 1: Embarkation in Leith (Edinburgh),
United Kingdom

Welcome to Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland and
starting point of our expedition. The famous Castle
rising above the city gives immediate evidence of
Edinburgh’s rich history. While the Town area
boasts medieval architecture, the New Town
accommodates newer 18th century buildings. Each
corner of Edinburgh’s old streets opens beautiful
unexpected vistas of green hills or a blue flash of
distant sea.

In the afternoon, we welcome you aboard the luxury expedition ship M/V Sea Spirit. Explore the ship and
get comfortable in your home away from home for the extraordinary adventure to come.

Day 2: Kirkwall, Orkney Islands

Kirkwall is a small, quiet town, with a gentle pace
of life. The town is the capital of the remote and
amazing Orkney archipelago. Kirkwall is first
mentioned in Orkneyinga saga in 1046. Such a long
history has left a rich heritage that we explore
today. The most famous are the sandstone St
Magnus Cathedral, considered the finest medieval
building in the north of Scotland, the Bishop’s
Palace and the Earl’s Palace.

Included tour “Ancient treasures of Orkney with St
Magnus Cathedral.” Depart Kirkwall and head into the west of Mainland, Orkney’s largest island. This
tour passes through the gentle rolling landscape of Orkney and into the Neolithic Heartland of Orkney; an
area designated as a World Heritage Site due to its wealth of pre-historic archaeology. Passing the
Standing Stones of Stenness, we will stop at the Ring of Brodgar; a huge ceremonial circle of stones
dating back almost 5000 years. We then continue on to the 5000-year-old village of Skara Brae,
beautifully interpreted in the visitor centre. See the remarkable dwellings revealed from beneath the sand
dunes by storms only 150 years ago.

Hear some of the stories from your guide today en route back to Kirkwall. Once back in the island capital
we will take a tour of St Magnus Cathedral, built by the Vikings during their 500 year reign over the
islands.
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Day 3: Fair Isle, Shetland Islands

Fair Isle is a real paradise for birdwatchers. Huge
number of birds inhabits the lush grasslands and
spectacular cliffs. Over 345 species have been
recorded here – more than anywhere else in
Britain. During our walk across the island, we hope
to see northern fulmars, kittiwakes, northern
gannets, puffins, and great and arctic skuas.

Day 4: Torshavn, Faroe Islands, Denmark

National Geographic Traveler had designated Faroe
Islands as “authentic, unspoiled and likely to
remain so”. It seems that the Nature spares no
colours in “painting” the islands. Deep-green hills,
bright blue sea, colourful houses and boats, orange-
red puffins’ beaks make the sceneries
unforgettable. We stop at the capital of the Faroes
—Torshavn.

Included tour “Kirkjubøur.” During the Middle
Ages, Kirkjubøur was the ecclesiastical and cultural

centre of the Faroes. Here was the Bishop’s residence until the Reformation, when the Faroese diocese
was abolished. The imposing ruin of Saint Magnus Cathedral still dominates the site. Construction of the
Cathedral is thought to have begun in the late-thirteenth century, as the style of the building is from the
best period of Gothic architecture, common to West Norwegian church building of that time. Tradition has
it that it was never finished; yet recent research has revealed that it was probably roofed at one time. The
Roykstovan, standing on the wide, stone foundation of a portion of the Bishop’s palace, has been the home
of the farmers in Kirkjubøur for centuries and occupied by the same Faroese family for 17 generations.
Covered with a traditional turf roof, it is a large building made of logs, which are said to have come
drifting all the way from Norway some 700 years ago. The farmhouse interior reflects the lifestyle of a
large Faroese farm. On our way to and from Kirkjubøur, we have a magnificent view to the west of the
islands of Koltur, Hestur, Sandoy, and Vágar.
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Day 5: At sea

Presentations and workshops by our expert staff, as
well as our range of onboard recreation facilities,
ensure that this day at sea is not idly spent. Seabird
viewing and whale sightings can be enjoyed from
panoramic open decks as well as exterior stateroom
windows and balconies.

Day 6: Jan Mayen

Jan Mayen hosts the landscapes of breathtaking
beauty and northernmost subaerial active volcano
on the planet – the Beerenberg. The island is wild
and uninhabited not including members of
Norwegian weather station. The signboard at the
entrance door says (translated from the
Norwegian): “Theory is when you understand
everything but nothing works. Practice is when
everything works but nobody understands why. On
this station, we combine theory and practice in a
way that nothing works and nobody understands

why”. Northern fulmars, Kittiwakes, and Brünich’s guillemots breeding on steep cliffs and slopes
represent the birdlife of Jan Mayen.

Day 7: At sea

The lectures of our invited speakers prepare us for
meeting with the unique Arctic wildlife and
awesome landscapes of Spitsbergen.
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Day 8-11: Exploring Spitsbergen

This is a real expedition in a true High Arctic
wilderness. As such, our route and exploration
opportunities here are heavily dependent on the
weather and sea ice conditions we encounter. Our
experienced captain and expedition leader decide
the itinerary and continually adjust plans as
conditions and opportunities warrant. You can be
sure that the best possible advantage will be taken
of the circumstances presented to us by Nature in
this wild and remote corner of the Arctic.
Polar bears and other quintessential Arctic wildlife

can be spotted anytime, anywhere in and around Svalbard. We exploit every opportunity to experience
excellent wildlife viewing, to discover incredible scenery, and to walk in the footsteps of the historic polar
expeditions that came before us.

We anticipate exploring the spectacular fjords, coasts, and islands in the western part of Svalbard. This
area contains the archipelago’s most impressive scenery and some of the Arctic’s best wildlife viewing
opportunities. Deep fjords and narrow channels are flanked by jagged snowy mountain peaks. Immense
tidewater glaciers calve icebergs into turquoise waters. Fields of flowering tundra are home to grazing
reindeer and playful Arctic fox. Bountiful inshore and offshore waters are home to walrus and a wide
variety of whales. The whole area is alive with migratory birds, including numerous rare species, taking
advantage of summer’s fecundity in 24-hour daylight.

To complete the Arctic experience we also explore places rich with history. Our area of exploration
contains the historical remnants of whaling camps, coal mining operations, trappers’ cabins, staging
areas for historic attempts to discover the North Pole, and even an abandoned polar research station.

The days are filled with memorable excursions, sumptuous meals, presentations by our experts, and
enough stunning scenery and wildlife to fill your camera and overwhelm your emotions.

Day 12: Disembarkation in Longyearbyen,
Spitsbergen

After breakfast we say farewell in the town of
Longyearbyen, the administrative capital of the
Norwegian territory of Svalbard. We provide a
transfer to the airport or to the town center if you
wish to spend more time here. In this case, be sure
to see the excellent Svalbard Museum and take
advantage of quality shopping and dining
opportunities in this fascinating Arctic settlement.
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M/v Sea Spirit
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Triple Classic
 
Passengers: 3
 
Size: 21 M² (226 FT²)
 
View: picture window
 
Averaging 21 square metres/226 square feet, these
staterooms have two twins and a comfortable sofa
bed. The twins also convert to a King, if desired.
Located on Oceanus Deck, these suites have a
picture window, two wardrobes and en suite
facilities. Amenities include: in-room safe,
refrigerator, satellite telephone access, TV/DVD,
individual temperature control, and hair dryer.

Main Deck Suite
 
Passengers: 2
 
Size: 23 M² (248 FT²)
 
View: Portholes
 
Averaging 23 square metres/248 square feet, Main
Deck cabins are equipped with either two twins or
a King Size bed. They are located on the Main Deck
with a minimum of two portholes for exterior views.
Amenities include: en suite facilities, in-room safe,
refrigerator, satellite telephone access, TV/DVD
individual temperature control and hair dryer.

Classic Suite
 
Passengers: 2
 
Size: 21 M² (226 FT²)
 
View: picture window
 
Averaging 21 square metres/226 square feet, these
cabins are located on the Oceanus Deck. They
feature a picture window, two wardrobes and a
choice of either two twin beds or a King Size bed.
Amenities include: en suite facilities, in-room safe,
refrigerator, satellite telephone access, TV/DVD,
individual temperature control and hair dryer.
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Superior Suite
 
Passengers: 2
 
Size: 20 M² (215 FT²)
 
View: Picture window
 
Superior Suites are located on the Club Deck.
Averaging 20 square metres/ 215 square feet, these
cabins feature two twin beds or a King Size bed.
The picture window overlooks an outside walkway
on the Club Deck. Amenities include: en suite
facilities, walk-in closet or wardrobe, in-room safe,
refrigerator, satellite telephone access, TV/DVD,
individual temperature control, hair dryer.

Deluxe Suite
 
Passengers: 2
 
Size: 24 M² (258 FT²)
 
View: Private balcony
 
The Deluxe Suites with balconies are located on the
Sports Deck. Averaging 24 square metres/ 258
square feet means plenty of room. Choose from
either two twin beds or a King Size bed. A sliding
glass door leads to a private balcony. These suites
feature a walk-in closet or wardrobe. Amenities
include en suite facilities, in-room safe,
refrigerator, satellite telephone access, TV/DVD,
individual temperature control, and a hair dryer.
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Premium Suite
 
Passengers: 2
 
Size: 30 M² (323 FT²)
 
View: Private balcony
 
The Premium Suites are located on the Sun Deck.
Averaging a generous 30 square metres/ 323
square feet, with two twin beds or a King Size bed.
Access the private balcony by a sliding glass door.
Amenities include: en suite facilities, lounge area,
in-room safe, refrigerator, satellite telephone
access, TV/DVD, individual temperature control,
and hair dryer.

Owners Suite
 
Passengers: 2
 
Size: 43 M² (463 FT²)
 
View: PRIVATE DECK
 
Super-spacious (43 square metres/ 463 square feet)
elegant suite on the Sun Deck. Designed
forentertaining, the Owner's Suite has a separate
living room with game and meeting area. A BOSE
stereo system provides background music, or watch
videos on the HD plasma TV. Sliding glass doors
lead to a private deck. Refresh in the jetted bathtub
in en suite facilities. Slumber in the King Size bed.
A sofa bed can accommodate a third person.
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Photography
Free option
The Polar Regions are perhaps the most photogenic
on  earth,  with  countless  beautiful  scenes
presenting  themselves  every  day.  Endless
expanses  of  ice,  beaches  crowded with  seals  or
penguins,  sunsets over unbroken horizons,  starlit
skies, and even the majestic northern lights – they
all  present fantastic  photographic opportunities –
and in order to make sure that you come home with
some spectacular  images  we offer  you  the  chance
to learn and practice your photography alongside
an experienced professional.

Our expert Photographer will be on hand to answer your questions and give advice, both in the form of on-
board lectures and workshops on shore. Explore the key elements of photography in a fun and relaxed
setting, with plenty of opportunities for questions and feedback. Learn how to see light in a new way and
experiment with the techniques of composition and framing.
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Rates
Triple
Classic

Main
Deck
Suite

Classic
Suite

Superior
Suite

Deluxe
Suite

Premium
Suite

Owners
Suite

$ 4 595 $ 5 995 $ 6 795 $ 6 995 $ 7 995 $ 8 995 $ 10 295
$ 4 136 $ 5 396 $ 6 116 $ 5 946 $ 6 796 $ 7 646 $ 8 751

Cruise rates are quoted per person and based on passengers sharing a cabin. Single supplement: 1.7 for
Main Deck and Classic, Superior Suite; 2 for Deluxe, Premium and Owner's Suite.
Rates Include:

Group transfer to the ship on day of
embarkation;

Shipboard accommodation;

All meals on board throughout the voyage;

Tea and coffee station 24 hours daily;

All scheduled landings/excursions (subject to
weather and ice conditions);

Leadership throughout the voyage by our
experienced Expedition Leader & Expedition
Team;

Branded Poseidon Expeditions parka;

Rubber boots for shore landings for the time of
the cruise;

Welcome and Farewell cocktails;

All port fees;

Group transfer to airport or central location
upon disembarkation;

Pre-departure materials;

Digital Voyage Log;

Rates Do Not Include:

Airfare;

Visa and passport fees (if applicable);

Luggage and trip cancellation insurance;

Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages other than
those for special events and celebrations;

Personal expenses such as laundry and
telecommunication charges;

Emergency Evacuation Insurance to a
minimum benefit of USD 150,000;

Staff gratuities.

Itinerary, landings and all other activities during the cruise depend strongly on ice and weather
conditions and are subject to the decisions of the Expedition Leader and the Captain of the vessel.
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Encounters with any mentioned wildlife cannot be guaranteed.
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Terms and Conditions – Expedition cruise
aboard m/v "Sea Spirit"
By purchasing this product, you accept the present Terms and Conditions. In case you do not accept any of
the Terms and Conditions of Poseidon Arctic Voyages Ltd. d.b.a. Poseidon Expeditions (Operator hereafter)
you will not be able to take part in the expedition cruise.

Rates and Accommodation. Cruise rates are quoted per person and based on passengers sharing a
cabin.

Cabin share is available only in the following categories: Triple Classic, Main Deck, Classic and Superior
Suites.

Single accommodation in Main Deck Suite, Classic Suite and Superior Suite: 1.7x the shared rate; Single
accommodation in Deluxe, Premium and Owner Suite: 2x the shared rate. Triple-share accommodations
are restricted to either individual travelers of the same gender or parties of three.

Those who booked shared accommodations aboard the ship – on either triple- or double-occupancy basis –
will also share accommodations at the pre-cruise hotel, if applicable.

Reservations and Payments. A deposit of 20% of the appropriate cabin rate is required to confirm the
reservation; the final payment (80%) is due 90 days prior to the departure. All payments are to be made in
the agreed currency indicated on the invoice. The deposit can be made by credit card or via bank transfer.
The  final  payment  is  to  be  made  via  bank  transfer.  North  American  office  also  accepts  credit  cards  and
checks for deposit and final payment.

Payment Delay. The date of payment is considered to be the date of crediting the funds to the account of
Operator.

In case of payment delay Operator has the right to apply payment delay fee which equals to 0.1% from the
due amount for each day of delay.

Booking Cancellations/Refunds. All requests for cancellation must be made in writing. Reservations
cancelled more than 120 days prior to departure are subject to a USD 750 per person cancellation fee.
Reservations cancelled from 119 to 91 days prior to departure are subject to 20% per person cancellation
fee. Reservations cancelled 90 days or less prior to departure are subject to full fare forfeiture (cancellation
fee  is  100%).  For  these  and  other  reasons  mentioned  below,  passengers  are  strongly
encouraged to obtain trip cancellation insurance.

The services included in the cruise rate are based on group participation, and no refunds will be made for
any part of the program in which passengers choose not to participate, including any Zodiac cruises or
landings. It should be understood that refunds will not be made to passengers who do not complete the
tour for any reason whatsoever.

Voyage Cancellation. Operator reserves the right to cancel any departure due to insufficient reservations
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up  to  eight  weeks  before  the  date  of  departure  (passengers  may  be  offered  alternative  cruise  dates).
Operator also reserves the right to cancel any departure up until the date of that departure due to force
majeure or other circumstances beyond the control of Operator that prevents the operation of the tour (this
also includes governmental and administrative decisions).

Operator or its agents are not responsible for any costs or penalties relating to air transport or other
services that are cancelled. Operator is not liable for failure to provide the services or accommodations
offered to the extent that  such services or  accommodations cannot be provided due to force majeure or
other circumstances beyond its control.

Transferred reservations/name changes. Bookings transferred from one departure (more than 90 days
prior to departure) to another, for the same passenger can be made at no charge, based on availability. By
direct permission, and on a limited basis, name changes on a reservation can be made at a fee of USD 300
per person, but not less than 90 days before the departure.

Children.

Children must be at least 12 years of age to participate in the expedition cruise. However, Operator may
accept children ages 6-11 on a case by case basis after additional consideration by the Operator.

On-board language.  All  voyages  are  conducted in  English  and German.  For  groups  of  passengers
speaking other languages, Operator recruits multi-lingual staff members, who assist the passengers during
briefings and lectures. Staff varies from voyage to voyage; please check when booking.

On-board authority. All passengers are subject to instructions or regulations given by the Captain or the
Expedition Leader.

On-board payments. All payments are in US dollars. Passengers may run a tab which must be paid prior
to disembarkation. Payments can be made in cash or via credit card.

Itinerary. The itineraries published on the Operator’s website and in any other sources serve as examples
only. Real itineraries of any expedition cruise (including all scheduled landings and excursions) in polar
regions are heavily  dependent  on weather  and ice conditions.  Occasionally,  conditions and/or  safety
concerns require itinerary changes. The Captain and the Expedition Leader will accordingly make every
effort to find the best alternative to the original itinerary while keeping passengers informed and updated.
It is understood that such decisions will be made in the interests of all passengers aboard and with regard
to the safety of the vessel. Itinerary changes are not subject to passenger approval/consent and in the
event of such a change no refunds or price adjustments are possible.

Operator expressly reserves the right to change the itinerary, the date or place of departure due to
weather conditions, availability of anchorages, political conditions and other factors beyond Operator’s
control  without  consulting  the  participants.  Placement  of  a  booking  with  Operator  amounts  to  an
acknowledgement that itinerary changes are possible.

Photography/Video.  Operator reserves the right to use photographs and/or videos taken during the
operation of the voyage for promotional purposes for the Operator and/or its sales agents. Passengers may
not charge for their appearance in any photographs or video.
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Smoking. Smoking in cabins or public areas of the ship is strictly prohibited by safety regulations. There
will be a designated smoking place outside in a sheltered area.

Alcohol. Alcohol beverages are available for sale in the on-board bar. Operator reserves the right to refuse
alcohol to anyone deemed to be intoxicated.

Eligibility. There are no specific physical requirements for travel in polar regions. However, the purchased
expedition cruise is a cruise to the remote region of the world on a ship which, at times, may be in rough
seas.  Please  also  note  that  there  is  no  specialized  medical  assistance  available  in  these  regions.
Passengers with certain medical/health issues may not be appropriate for this type of expedition and are
advised to exercise appropriate caution. Our medical information form lists a number of these conditions.

Pre-departure  forms.  Prior  to  boarding,  specific  passenger  information  is  required  by  Operator  for
passenger safety and for international reporting regulations. Required information must be completed in
the forms provided by Operator and submitted at least 60 days prior to departure. Final documents cannot
be issued for passengers whose information has not been received.

Passenger Medical Information. We require all passengers to submit basic medical information prior to
departure.  Upon  receipt  of  that  basic  medical  information,  specific  physical  conditions  may  necessitate
additional  documentation from a passenger’s  physician certifying fitness  to  travel  on a  polar  expeditions
voyage. If additional medical confirmation is requested, boarding will not be allowed absent receipt of that
confirmation. Operator has a pregnancy policy that women are welcome with explicit doctor’s permission
and having signed a specific waiver. Pregnancy policies of carriers (ship owners, airlines, bus companies,
hotels,  etc.)  may also apply.  Please note that  medical  information will,  of  necessity,  be available to
designated Operator's staff.

Please note that regardless of general eligibility there may be instances where environmental conditions
require a level of fitness/mobility. In these cases, individual participation in the landing(s) in question may
be restricted by the Captain, Expedition Leader, or ship’s doctor.

Medical Evacuation and Repatriation Insurance. All passengers are required to carry valid evacuation
and repatriation insurance which must contain medical and evacuation coverage.

As any potential evacuation from the polar regions can cost up to US$150,000 for the Arctic and up to
US$200,000 for Antarctica, we recommend that no policy carries less than this amount of coverage. As part
of pre-departure forms Operator will require information as to the insurance company, policy number,
amount of coverage and 24-hour contact number. Any risks, not covered by the insurance policy provided,
are to be covered by passengers at his/her disposal and at his/her own expense.

Responsibility. The payment of a deposit or full payment for a reservation on this tour shall constitute
consent to all the provisions contained herein.

Operator or its agents are not responsible for any costs or penalties relating to air transport or other
services that are cancelled. Operator is not liable for failure to provide the services or accommodations
offered to the extent that  such services or  accommodations cannot be provided due to force majeure or
other circumstances beyond its control.
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Operator is a qualified tour operator that organizes and administers its polar voyages. Operator will provide
services in conjunction with local operators and air and sea operators. The designated operator(s), in turn,
acts only as an agent for any transportation carrier, hotel, ground operator, or other suppliers of services
connected with these tours (“other providers”), and the other providers are solely responsible and liable for
providing their respective services. The passenger tickets in use by the carriers shall constitute the sole
contract between the carriers and the passenger; the carriers are not responsible for any act, omission, or
event during the time participants are not aboard their conveyances.

Operator and its designated service providers shall not be held liable for (a) any damage to, or loss of,
property or injury to, or death of, persons occasioned directly or indirectly by an act or omission of any
other provider, including but not limited to any defect in any aircraft, watercraft, or vehicle operated or
provided by such other provider; and (b) any loss or damage due to delay, cancellation, or disruption in any
manner caused by the laws, regulations, acts or failures to act, demands, orders, or interpositions of any
government  or  any  subdivision  or  agent  thereof,  or  by  acts  of  God,  strikes,  fire,  flood,  war,  rebellion,
terrorism, insurrection, sickness, quarantine, epidemics, theft, or any other cause(s) beyond their control.

The participant waives any claim against Operator for any such loss, damage, injury, or death. In the event
of Itinerary change due to any unforeseen circumstances or due to force majeure Operator is not to be held
liable for any costs incurred by passengers in this case and no refunds or price adjustments are possible.

By registering for our voyage, the participant certifies that he/she does not have any mental, physical, or
other condition or disability that would create a hazard for him/herself or other participants. Operator and
its designated tour operator reserve the right in their sole discretion to accept, decline to accept, or
remove any participant from a voyage. Operator reserves the right, without penalty, to make changes in
the published itinerary whenever, in their judgment, conditions warrant, or if they deem it necessary for
the comfort, convenience, or safety of participants.

If a passenger misses any scheduled sailing of the vessel from any port or place, including any stopover,
Operator shall not be liable for any costs, expenses or damages incurred by the passenger as a result of
his/her action and no refund of fare shall be granted.

Baggage. Baggage and personal effects are at all times the sole responsibility of the participant.

Limitations.

Passengers  are  not  permitted  to  bring  or  have  onboard  any  pets  or  animals,  firearms,  flammable  or
hazardous items, controlled or prohibited substances or drugs, contraband or items prohibited by any
country or port to be visited.

Acceptance of the Terms & Conditions. Acceptance of the initial services to be provided on the trip
shall constitute an acceptance by the trip member of these terms and conditions. On advancement of
deposit to Operator, the depositor therefore agrees to be bound by the above-recited Terms & Conditions.


